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Panizzi's personal character was chivalrous, that is combative and
generous. Nothing could have been more foreign to le flegme anglais.
To introduce him into the quiet Museum was to attempt to acclima-
tize an Italian volcano in a Dutch garden. In money matters he was
remarkably disinterested, for example declining Grenville's offer to
share the expense of his Boiardo and Ariosto, which he had dedicated
to Grenville as having generously lent him, an unknown foreign
scholar, unique copies of original editions. And he made warm and
true friends not only among political and social leaders in London,
but also in the commercial society of Liverpool, where at the same
period Hazlitt (in Table Talk] thought nothing of the kind possible;
so much do men find others differ according to the difference in them-
selves. But Panizzi was impatient of incompetence, and even more of
incompetence combined with shiftiness and arrogance, such as he
encountered in the Royal Society when he undertook their catalogue
in 1833. Such impatience was no more than not to suffer gladly fools
who were also knaves, no great failure in charity. But Panizzi owed
to this experience an unfortunate life-long dislike of scientific men,
which went much beyond his preference at any time (according to
Macaulay) of one Aldus to three mammoths. He was no doubt
unduly sensitive, as the Royal Commission found in their Report of
1850, and as he himself felt when on retiring he wrote to his col-
leagues, "if I have ever given unnecessary pain to anyone I regret it
most sincerely, and trust that credit will be given me for having been
uniformly influenced solely by a sense of duty."
The vulgarity and pertinacity of the personal attacks made on
him, which werd even repeated in Parliament on his retirement,*
are the more remarkable that he seems never to have started a quarrel.
He was, in truth, that vicious animal which defends itself when
attacked. Inside the Museum he was certainly a martinet; on one
occasion he reproved even the valued Watts for late appearance on
duty, and in his later days he was much feared by juniors, Gosse, a
Transcriber, going so far'as to recall him as "a thorough-going
tyrant,"? while the late Dr. Percy Gardner, who had been an Assis-
tant in the Department of Coins and Medals when it was formed out
of the Antiquities in 1861, described him as "a steam-roller." But he
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